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THANKS AND WELCOME 
W i t h  t h i s  i s s u e w e  h a v e  c o m p l e t e d  a r e l a t i v e l y  s h o r t  
tran s i t ion period. F rom Vol. II, No. 5 (Augus t 1 9 8 2 ) onward OPREE 
was published a t  Lafaye t te College. Af t e r  t hree years of work our 
two associ a t e  e d i t o r s f ro m  L a f a ye t t e  C o l l e g e ,  P ro f e s s o r s  S t eve  
L a mme r s  a n d  Ri chard Sharpless were unable to  continue due to  other 
s cholarly res pons ibi l i t ie s. I thank both of them, especially S teve 
Lammers who did a large share of t h e  work, f o r  t he i r  he l p, whi ch 
s ub s t a n t i a l l y  i m p r o v e d  the content and appearance of OPREE. They 
were assis t ed by othe rs, who t yped, d u p l i c a t ed,  and ma i l e d  OP REE 
and I wish to  thank them too. 
Whi l e  s e a r ch i ng f o r  ano the r i n s t i tut ion whi ch would produce 
OPREE, I re ce ived i n t e r i m  h e l p  f r om P r o f .  G a r y  B i t t n e r  o f  York 
C o l l e g e  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a  and his  secre t ary, Che ryl Smi t h, l\'ho did 
the t yping of t he l a s t  two i s s u e s . I am mo s t  a p p r e c i a t i v e  for  
the i r  coming to our res cue when the opt ions we re few. 
I am h a p p y  t o  announce t h a t D r. C ha r l e s  W e s t ,  prof essor of 
Social E thics at  P rince t on Theological Semina ry, NJ, a cce pted to  be 
the associate editor and tha t  his ins t i tut ion wi ll f rom t his number 
onward produce and mai l  OPREE. I am de light e d  a t  t he p r o s p e c t  of  
f ru i t f u l  c o o p e r a t i o n wi th t hose a t  Prince t on Theologi cal Seminary 
who wi l l  i n  v a r i o u s  ways make i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e i m p o r t a n t  
m a t e r i a l  whi ch OPREE h a s  t o  s ha r e  t o  g o  o u t  t o  t he r e ad e r s . 
P rofessor  Wes t  brings a vas t expe rience to this task. For yea rs he 
was a mi s s i onary in China and l a t e r  a f r a t e r n a l  worke r f r om t he 
i 
U n i t e d  P re s b y t e r i an chu r ch i n  E a s t G e rman y .  H e  was one of t he 
found e r s  and f o r  ye a r s  cha i r p e r s on o f  CAREE and u s e d  t o  be o n  
important committees  i n  the Chr i s t ian Peace Conferen ce bef ore 1 96 8 .  
H e  i s  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  a w e l l  k n o w n  b o o k ,  C o mm u n i s m  a n d  t h e  
Theologians, and many othe r  publicat ions . As a Uni ted P resbyterian 
theologian he par t i cipated in some of t he Karlovy Vary theo logi cal 
summits be tween Soviet  E as tern Euro p e a n  and U n i t e d  S t a tes chu r c h  
leaders . H e  was also dean o f  P rince t on Theologi�al Seminary and i s  
we l l  known to many students and scholars bo t h  i n  the United S ta t e s  
and abroad . H i s  wisdom and e xpertise wi l l  b e  o f  g r e a t  bene f i t t o  
O P RE E .  T h u s  a n  e n t h u s i a s t i c  w e l c o me t o  P r o f e s s o r  We s t  a n d  
P r i n c e t o n  The o l o g i c a l  S e m i na r y  a l o ng wi t h  hea r t f e l t  t hanks t o  
P rofessors Lamme rs and Sharpless and Lafaye t te College! 
In t h i s  i s sue we p r e s e n t  an e v a l ua t i on of  t he mo s t  .recent 
A s s emb l y  o f  t h e  C h r i s t ian Pea ce C o n f e re n c e  i n  P r ague held t he; 
s umme r of  1 9 8 5  b y  Ri cha rd Ho ugh-R o s s  and a s t ud y  of  Chris t ian 
paci fism and cons cient ious obj e ction in the Soviet  Union, Hung a r y, 
and East Ge rmany by Dr.  Lawrence Kli ppens tein.  
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